


2025
GRADUATION

REQUIREMENTS

4 units English

3 units Math

3 units of Science

3.5 units Social Studies

.5 unit Personal Financial Literacy

2 units of Computers or Foreign Language

1 unit of Fine Arts

1 additional unit (Core, CTE, Concurrent or 
AP)

Electives to bring total to 23 units

TESTING: School Day ACT, CCRA Science & US 
History Tests and Naturalization Test

OTHER REQUIREMENTS: CPR, ICAP & FAFSA



GRADUATION
INFO

OTHER IMPORTANT INFORMATION

• If you have a 4.0 or higher weighted gpa after the 7th

semester transcript, Seniors are considered HONOR 
GRADS. You will receive a white robe when you pick up 
your graduation regalia. You will ORDER a blue robe, 
but Jostens will switch it to a white before you pick it 
up.

• Students that are in the Top 10% after the 7th semester 
transcript, will receive a medal during the Awards 
ceremony in May which should be worn at graduation.

• Graduation Cords will be given through the club 
sponsor. Athletic cords will be purchased through the 
athletic office. 

• Keep track of ALL scholarships that you have been 
offered and report them to your counselor in April.

• Senior Dates can be found on the Senior Class page on 
the MHS website. There is also a link on the 
Counseling  QRCode.



Give credit 
where credit is 
due…

These slides were created using 
material given by Oklahoma 

Money Matters, Oklahoma State 
Regents and OCAP.



What is 
Financial 
Aid?

GRANTS WORK STUDY

LOANS SCHOLARSHIPS



How do I decide?

• Grants

• Scholarships

FREE
MONEY

• Work Study Program

• Jobs 

EARN 
MONEY

• Students Loans

• Parent Loans

• Private Loans
LOANS



HOW do 
we get 
FREE 
Money!!

• Complete the Free Application for Financial Aid 
(FAFSA) (OPENS Dec 1st)2025-26 FAFSA

• Maintain high grades (3.25 gpa higher)GPA

• Score 27 or higher on an ACTACT

• APPLY for scholarshipsSCHOLARSHIPS

• Apply for OK Promise (must be done by June 30th of 
Junior year) and complete requirements.OK PROMISE

• Apply to colleges BEFORE their respective 
Scholarship deadlines.APPLY

• Have someone PROOFREAD your essay before you 
submit it.ESSAYS



Why 
FAFSA?

Graduation Requirement

Freshman Scholarships

OK Promise

Moore Norman Technology 
Center



FAFSA

• Before you begin your FAFSA, each contributor will need 
to create their own account with a username and 
password (FSA ID)

• Username and password is used to access and sign your 
FAFSA

• Information goes through a matching process; takes 5-7 
days

• Every account must be matched and verified before it 
can be used

• A word of advice: All students and parents should 
create their accounts by the middle of November. You 
can create one today!

• To create your Student Aid account, visit 

https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch



StudentAid.gov/Create 
Account 



Will both 

parents need to 

open a 

StudentAid.gov 

account? 

• That depends:

• If parents filed ‘Married, Filing Jointly’ in 2023
and are still married to each other, only one 
parent will need an account

• If parents/step-parents filed separate tax returns 
in 2023 for any reason and are now 
married/remarried, they will each need to 
create their own FSA ID



Divorced or 
Separated 
Parents

• The parent who provided you the most 
financial support over the last 12 months 
will be the one who contributes their 
information

• If you aren’t sure which parent provided 
most support, it should be the parent with 
higher income

• If that parent has remarried, your step-
parent must also contribute



Ask your 
parents!

• The parent(s) of a dependent student must 
provide information on the FAFSA

• Students will be asked to provide their 
parent(s)’:
• Legal name

• Date of birth

• Social Security number 

• Email address

• Make sure the parental information you 
provide on the FAFSA matches what’s on 
their StudentAid.gov account!



FAFSA.gov
Free Application for Federal Student Aid

Scheduled to open 

on or before Dec. 1

• FAFSA for 2025-26 will be 
available in December

• Colleges use the FAFSA to 
determine your eligibility for 
aid

• Oklahoma’s Promise recipients 
are required to complete the 
FAFSA annually

• Many scholarships require the 
FAFSA



How It 
Works

• If you’re a dependent student, one or both 
of your parents will need to contribute their 
own information

• Once you have completed your part of the 
FAFSA, another contributor  can submit their 
portion

• All required contributors are required to 
have their portions completed and signed 
before you can be eligible for federal aid.



Helpful Tips

• No punctuation—only a hyphen in your name if 
there’s one on your Social Security or 
Permanent Resident card

• If you’re not currently living with a parent or 
legal guardian and you are homeless, or self-
supporting and at risk of being homeless, 
provide:

• The mailing address of a relative or friend, 
or

• The address at one of the offices at the 
college you plan to attend

• Ask the college for their permission first



Parent Invitation



FAFSA Process in 
Review

• 1. Student and parent(s) create 
accounts before December 1

• 2. Parents share their legal name, 
date of birth, Social Security number and 
email address with student so they can be 
invited to share their information.

• 3. Student completes their portion of 
FAFSA when it opens in December, 
inviting parent(s) to contribute their 
information

• 4. Once FAFSA has been signed and 
submitted by all contributors, it will be 
processed. 

• To create your Student Aid account, visit 

• https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-
account/launch



What Happens After the FAFSA?
• You’ll receive a FAFSA Submission Summary 

via email

• Review it carefully to ensure accuracy

• Gives you estimates of the federal aid you 
could receive

• Shows your Student Aid Index (SAI), a 
number used to determine how much aid 
you may qualify for



Financial Aid 
Offer

• When you submit your FAFSA, you can list up 
to 20 different colleges, universities, 
technology centers and/or trade schools that 
you want to learn more about

• The data from your FAFSA will be sent to 
each school you listed

• Some may send you a Financial Aid Offer 
right away, but some will wait until they hear 
from you



Financial Aid Offer

Total cost of attendance →

Total ‘free’ and earned  money →

Total loans →

Amount not covered by financial aid →



EARNED 
MONEY

•Work Study

• Jobs (on and off campus)



Scholarships

•Freshman Scholarships 
(automatic)

•College specific Scholarships

•State Scholarships

•Local Scholarships

•Scholarship Banks



Academic Scholars Program Qualifications and Awards 
Institutional Nominees*

*2024 requirements are listed

Minimum Criteria Options Research Universities Regional Universities Community Colleges

Current ACT or SAT Equivalent 32 ACT 30 ACT 29 ACT

Current GPA/Class Rank
3.9 GPA* and either top 2% 
or rank 1 or 2

3.8 GPA* and either top 4% 
or rank 1 or 2

3.7 GPA* and either top 5% or 
rank 1 or 2

GPA and ACT or SAT Equivalent
3.9 GPA* and 30 ACT or SAT 
Equivalent

3.8 GPA* and 28 ACT or SAT 
Equivalent

3.7 GPA* and 26 ACT or SAT 
Equivalent

*unweighted



ACT SUPERSCORE
Oklahoma high school seniors can use their "superscore" to meet the ACT score 
requirements to automatically qualify for the program.

Test Date English Math Reading Science Composite
Subject 
Sum

April 35 32 36 32 34 135

June 36 30 34 34 34 134

September 34 34 34 32 34 134

Superscore 36 34 36 34 35 140



Search for 
Scholarships

• There are billions of dollars in scholarships 
offered each year

• Not just for sports stars

• Not just for great grades

• Scholarships are offered for many reasons
• Talents, skills and Interests

• Leadership

• Community involvement

• Illness/disability

• Just because…



Trusted Websites

• UCanGo2.org

• OKcollegestart.org

• OCCF.org

• FastWeb.com

• College/University Websites

• UCanGo2’s Scholarship Success Guide

• Ask your counselor!

https://ucango2.org/publications/student/Scholarship_Success_Guide.pdf


UCanGo2.org

• Verified each month for accuracy

• No charge to apply

• Can be won by Oklahoma 
students



UCanGo2.org

Scroll down to find 
additional 
scholarships

Search 
by 

month



OKcollegestart.org



OCCF.org




Scholarship Tips

• Avoid websites that ask for payment
• The more local, the less competition

• Clubs, organizations 
• Faith-based organizations
• Parents’ employers

• Deadlines are critical; time is money
• Don’t avoid essays; an essay means 

less people will apply



Gift Aid/Scholarships

Earned Money

Saved Money

Student Loans
Terms:
Subsidized- Government pays the interest until 
you graduate
Unsubsidized- You pay the interest starting the 
day the money is disbursed to you.

Terms:
Work Study- Jobs that are only for those students 
that qualify. You must request on FAFSA. Will 
work with student schedule.
Jobs on Campus- The supervisors are typically 
required to work with student’s schedule. 

529 Account
Other Savings

Terms:
Stacking- Scholarships that a student can 
combine  with other scholarships they receive, 
effectively adding up the total award amount to 
potentially cover a larger portion of their college 
costs, unlike some scholarships that might 
replace other financial aid if combined. Ie: OK 
Promise is not stackable



Payment Plans

• You may need to work out a payment plan to 
cover any remaining balance on your college 
expenses

• Remember this: It’s much less expensive to ‘pay 
as you go’ than to borrow extra money that must 
be repaid with interest

• Don’t use a credit card



Email FAFSA questions to UCanGo2@ocap.org
FAFSA Hotline: 1-800-4FED-AID

FAFSA Completion Events go to 
startwithfafsa.org/fafsafasttrack
to find a location near you

mailto:UCanGo2@ocap.org

